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of Lords, and had now to choose between abandoning die chief part of their programme and going on to a conflict which would compel them to dissolve Parliament in the near future. Liberals, who saw an enormous majority panting to do its work, shrank from either conclusion. To govern on the sufferance of their opponents and proceed only with such measures as they would agree to was, they said, intolerable ; but it was scarcely less intolerable to be compelled by these opponents to break off their work and end the Parliament half-way through its normal term of existence. The Unionist party might as well be in power continuously as compel the Liberal party to cnKmit to these conditions.
~ the beginning Asquith warned his followers of the i ahead.   " There is," he told them, " a lot of country still to traverse, steep hills to climb, stiff fences to take, deep and even turbulent streams to cross before we come to the end of our journey, but we know where we are going and we shall not lose our way."   He spoke even better than he knew, for at that moment no one foresaw or could foresee the course of events which was to prolong die stubborn conflict of wills up to the Great War and make Asquith the protagonist in the greatest constitutional struggle of modern rimes.    His decision for the moment was to proceed with Liberal legislation in the House of Commons and leave the House of Lords to do what they would, in trust that the country would eventually decide to arm the House of Commons with the new  powers  proposed  in  the   previous   session.    At  this moment it seemed quite probable that the country would take the Unionist view and condemn Liberal persistence in measures which were doomed to destruction in the as futile and unpractical.
Bill ; ' /
: CtttaiD$7,k was doobtfcl whether the first measure which Jbqjqitk** C^vraim^nt produced in the session of 1908 would ^s^dbe aay {x>ptilat eatktssiasHu This was a Licensing Bill, the object .of "wfakii was to re-establish the theory upset by the Act of 2904 t&at ttieiice&Ge was. an annual permit to sell drink which ootiicl be revoked without compensation by the authority which gave it, and oa that bads to pave the wayxhausted practically all that they could do with the consent of the Housere intended tcTconciliate Ireland G
